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Tests on Street Speed Commo of Televxslon

DUE to mechanical dif-

ficulties, such as the
laying of expensive cables
for transmission, and to
the lack of some means of
paying for programs, tel-
evision is not yet ready
for general use in this
country. But extensive
experiments, aimed at
improvement of appara-
tus, are being conducted
in New York, and else-
where, with such good re-
sults that an entirely sat-
isfactory performance
may be expected when
television is introduced on
a large scale. Since the
transmission of pictures
of news events as they
happen will be an impor-
tant feature of television,
tests include work with a
portable outfit. The icon-
oscope camera is trained
on some person or object
and the transmitter
flashes pictures of the
scene to receivers before
which sit engineers to
view the finished product
and to suggest means for
improvement. Just re-
cently the portable unit
caught pictures of a new
model automobile arriv-
ing at the curb and dis-
charging passengers. The
unit transmitted the scene
to a receiving set high up
in a building near by,
with what engineers de-
scribed as satisfactory re-
sults. While the television
pictures seen on the
screen of the receiving set
were not nearly as dis-
tinct as photographs of
the same scene, they were
clear enough for identifi-
cation of persons within
reasonable distance of the
iconoscope camera.

Iconoscope camera (top) being trained on automobile (center). Bottom,
same scene on receiving set. Comparison with regular photo at center
shows how far television has advanced in this country
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