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TROUBLE
IN

TELEVISION %

By
Alva Johniton

EWBURGH s a beautiful old town of some
N 30,000 inhabitants on the west bank of the

Hudson, about sixty miles north of New York
City, During the last stage of the Revolutionary
War, George Washington made his headquarters
there at the Hasbrouck House, which s now a
museum.

Like mont places of ita slze, Newburgh has enough
horse players Lo support & few bookmakers. Shortly
after the opening at Belmont Park this year, two of
the bookmakers were cleaned out, On Wednesdays
and Saturdays a group of Newburghers had become
Infallible In pleking winners,

One poseessor of the 100-per-cent-perfect systom
of beating the ruces was too honest to use it. This
sainted character is John Gurzorky, proprietor of
Your Lunch, at 3756 Broadway, Newburgh. He
called up a friend In the bookmaking line six times
one afternoon, placed bets on the winner each time

efunded the m Asked to explain his
yuzorsky answered In one word: * Telo-

levision sets In Your Lunch and
other eafls In Newburgh, Races were televised on
Wednesdays and Saturdays, The spectators at a
telovision set saw the horses first in the paddock,
with the radio comment of Clem MeCarthy, sports
commentator, then the finish of ench race, less than
u thousandth part of & second after the event, The
bookmakers, on the other hand, had to wait until
the judges had put up the numbers of the first three
horss and these numbers were relayed to a broad-
casting station to be put on the air. This intelligence
han been greatly slowed up by the Federal Govern.
ment’s current war on the racing-news syndicatos,
The teloviewers had a minute or perhaps several in
which to telephone their beta or to run with them to
& near-by bookie's hide-out,

Armand Tokatyan, of the Metropolitan Opera Company, sounds his
tenor for the television audience, Lelt—Unretouched photograph
of a close-up of Hildegarde, one of television'’s favorite singers.

burgh because Newburgh
Ameriea. There are more
telovision sets there In proportion to population
than anywhere olse on earth. They are ten times as
thick in Newburgh as in Los Angeles or New York,
while most of America has no seta at all,

The Radio Corporation attempted to launch tele
vision at the World's Falr in New York, In 1939,
The public was delighted on the first day when live
talent — flesh-and-blood celebrition — appeared and
talked by telovision, The second-day crowds were
annoyed and repelled by anclent newsreel stuff such
as Sponge Fishing in Florida, which nearly every-
body would give twenty-five or thirty cents not to
know about,

Only a few dozen sots were sold during the first
season of the falr, However, mpld progress was
made In programa and in the technieal quality of
television, Dayid Samoff, president of RCA, decided

This happened in
Televidonvl
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Television's Charlie McCarthys are elec trically motivoted,
copalle of Afteen gestures, and Aibert, the donkey,
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The sky line of Newburgh has been changed by
television. Tourists stop thelr earm to gaze at what
appear to be newlangled lightning rods, These are

evinlon networks

the television antennae. They look like st
handled, two-pronged pitehforks and rise twenty
feet or more above the roofs of bulldings. In the
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NBC's William C. Eddy exhibits LI'T" Joe,

who lashes his tail, nods, heaves his sides.

twisted himsell all sround, as if he were wrestling
hitnselfl, while he watehed the show.”
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1, In spite of fall-
% ion, he says, s the greatest enjoy-
ment of his life and brings him glimpees of an un-
known world. The thrill of being a ploneer In tole-
vision is one of the pointa overlooked by Federal
pol because they have lived so
long in what Senator Lundeen called *the amug
atmosphere of Washington.” Early pioneers in
radio say there was no thrill equal to that of cateh-
ing the first "eat's whisker” of sound over the old
crystal setn: sets which they would never have
owned if the buresucrats of twenty years ago had
formed the habit of safeguarding the common pro-
ple against new inventions,

The first year of public television in Ameriea has
been ope of remarkable scientific advance, in »pite
of stubborn political obstruction. A YOar ago, na-
tional television networks seemed impossdble be-
cause the televislon-carrying cables cost $5000 a
mile. Today, national networks at moderate cost
are swured through the development of short-wave
relay stations for television, It was considered {m-
possiblo & year ago to send televisdon over
wires; today {t is being done regularly. Portable
television cameras for outdoor use have been made
lighter and cheaper.

The televison camera ls already more efficient
than the mation-picture (Continued on Page A7
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It “seen"" Infrared rays, which the eye
does not. It sensitivity to "invisdble
kht"amnmoddrﬂru. Rod.'{gr
example, appears as gray in black-and-
white movies or in ordinary photo-
graphs, but it is nearly white in
television. Because green leaves reflect
infrared nyn.ntmmynppe:rta‘!:
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transcript of the television
before the FCC makes it
fairly clear that some of the cominis-
sioners are the kind of men who would
rather have a controversy than an
industry,

Chairman Fly's confession of error
was made on April tenth before the
Committee on Interstate Commerce
of the U, S, Senate. At the hearing,
Senator Lundeen described the FCC as
““a little group of incompetent p«aﬁl«"
who held a “midnight session behind
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“Spike Malloy, you're not going to
name any son of mine Man o' War!™

on the air free of charge until bureau-
m'll;:m- to it.

was made by the New York Boxing
Commission. Itschairman, J.J. Phelan,
said that he did not see where there was

“lgl‘bh( in it” for New York State.

FCC's attack on television
‘early this year. In

FCC authorized David Sarnoff,

locked doors”” for the purpose of * put-
ting something over."”

programs,
The FCC okayed the RCA plan, and
on February twenty-ninth authorized
“limited commercialization."

A Well-Advertised Surprise

The phrase “limited commercializa-
tion" ia one indieation of the FCC'a
state of mind. " Limited commereiali-
zation" means that the advertising
sponsor may pay the cost of the pro-
gram, but nothing more, The purpose
of this wax o prevent the television
industry from overcharging adver-
tisers. One commisdoner exprossed the
fear that televigion would sell “blue
sky"' to the advertisers. Nearly every-
body outside of the FCC knows that
the big advertising agencies are the
wariest and canniest busnessmen in
the world.

When Sarnoff went nhesd with his
commission-approved plan, the eom-
mismdon ywung into action, It charged
him with aiming at monopoly, with
attempting to “saturmate the market,"”
to get the jump on his competitors, to
“frevze the standards,” and to load the
public with instruments which might
soon become obmolete. Commissioners
claimed to be taken by surprise by the
plan to sell 25,000 sets; the stenographic
record of the hearings before the FCC
ahowed that the plan to sell 25,000 sots
or more had been mentioned before the
commission twenty-vight times. There
iz only one practical television man on
the commission, Thix is Com. T, A. M.
Craven, a retired naval officer and
radio engineer, He described the com-
mission’s attitude as “abwurd on its
face.”” Former Governor Norman S.
Case, of Rhode Inland, is another com-
missioner who has not participated in
the hostilitios against telovision. °
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a statute and proving that it
t some obseure F«}::!liob-

POssenes more power ¢ van
Terrible or the Great Cham of
. The whole onalaught of the
sgainst television s based on
Chairman Fly's construction of the
word “encourage.” The process of

i

British government shot an admiral
from time to time *to encourage the
”

Fly became a trust-buster in the De-
partment of Justice in the time of
President Hoover, and later a battler
against utilities as a lawyer for TVA.
He Is, according to one Washington
columnist, “the cockiest ' official who
ever “scuttled an economie royalist's
ship,” Ho seen signn of big-business

in the most innocent
words. He once interrupted a tole-
vision engineer who testified that a
certain engineering practice waus " roc-
ommended.” :

“I've been In the antitrust business
for five yeam,"” maid Fly, “and I'm
afraid of the word * recommendation.””

Uproars have a babit of following
Fly around. What {s maid to have been

history of the Supreme Court oecurred
on November 15, 1938, when Fly in-
sulted Justice Roberts, who was in-
quiring 25 to the meaning of u phrase.

“It Is elear everywhere except in
your honor’s mind,” said Fly.

The Fly in the Television Ointment

Fly treats witnesss before the FCC
with no more ceremony’ than if they
were Supreme Court justices. Lewis
Allen Welss, of Los Angeles, an execu-
tive of the Don Lee organization, was
tentifying that the Don Lee policy was
best that them was in
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recipiont, Ak
ference to elucidate the meaning
a  bewildering nouncement,
Iaughed and both hands to draw
& picture in the air of a fantastic ma-
chine of the Rube Goldberg or Joo
Cook type,

“The meaning ks poured in here,” he
sald, “and It cireles round and round
over there for a while, then jt flown over
this way and mixes about a bit, then it
doubles back this way, and finally it
mea. around and comes out way
down here."

Sarnofl’s struggle to bring television
into being In America s a strange
chronicle, His company spent ap-
proximately $10,000,000 on television
research. The fint anti-Sarnoff cam-
palgn was started a fow years ago, on
the theory that Sarnofl was malinger-
ing: that he was deliberately holding
back television because he feared that
the new art would interfere with profita
from the radio business. He was sum-
moned to Washington by high author-
ity and given to understand that
America could not afford to allow Eng-
land, Germany and other countries to
lead it in television. From some influ-
ential quarters eame demands for
Government ownership of television,
because of the alleged sabotage of tele-
vision by Sarnoff and others. Finally,
after getting telovidon established by
enormous effort and cost, Sarnolf found
himself the ringleader of an equally
vicious but totally different sort of con-
spiracy. He was conspiring, this time,
not to keep television away from the
people but to foist it on them.

Even after Chalrman Fly had with-
drawn his charges against Sarnofl be-
fore the Senate committes, the berating
of the RCA chief continued. When
newspapens and magazines eriticizod
the FCC, Sarnoff was accused of *'in-
spiring™ them. He was accused of
bringing influence to bear on Tommy
Corcoran and Benny Cohen to induce
the commimion to mend its wayns. The
height of * conspiracy-suspecting” was
reached when Monsignor Fulton J.
Sheon preached a sermon in pralse of
tolevision; Sarmoff was accused of
*using the Catholie Chureh.” It makes
Sarnoff & pretty colossal fellow: he con-
trols the press, the pulpit and Cor-
coran & Cohen,

Television, reduced to it simplest
terms, i the art of wirelessing light in-
ut;:‘d of poo:.nd. The ;oykﬂvi:on camen
photographs u scene eking up pin
points of light and shadow ut the rate
of approximately 400,000 & second;
these are bbr:tdun at lb;:‘r‘r: e of
spewd 10 the television ng sets,
where they are reaswmbled into the
original seenes, These pin ta can be
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Soap-Box Scientists

Chairman Fly, as has been sald, ixan
able man, The way he boned up on
television was n surprise to the indus-
try. Within a few months he was able
to mattle off the nomeneclature with the
best of them. Had televidon been
an ordinary branch of knowledge, he
might have become a master of it. But
television huppens to be & combination
of many sclences. It is divided into
scores of specialties, and the specialist
is lueky If he has a complete grasp of
hix own specialty. It is a field in which
& Nttlo learning is a particularly dan-
gerous thing. The late Sir Joseph
Duveen put the matter a little more
bluntly when he said, “No amateur
knows anything.” The worst fault of
the bright amateur in any line is the
tendency to use figures of speech s a
substitute for knowledge. Chalrman
Fly has developed a small dictionary of
méetaphors, such ax the “lock-and-
key' situation, “the standard-gauge
track” and “freezing the standards.’
They represent an honest effort to
translate sclentific and engineering
complexities into the language of stump
oratory. The trouble is that they be-
come slogans and battle eries, They are
useful in politicalshouting affrays, but
not in constructive deliberation. The
“lock-and-key ' metaphor, as far as it
means anything, indicates that the
telovislon-tranamitting set is the * Jock "
and that the receiving set Is the
“key'": and that, if the “lock" is
changed, the “key” becomes uscloss,
The figure of speech evaporates, how-
uver, because the television tube is a
vepsatile Instrument which can be
adjusted to any practical type of tele-
vision now In existence or promising
W come into existence. Marhall P,
Wilder, a telovision engineer, correctly
explained to the commimion that the
meelving sot Is “an extromely flexible |
skeleton key, c-!ubl« of fitting & wide
variety of locks.” |

ards” In supposed to mean the preven-
tion of future improvement, The FCC |
stoutly maintaing that the sale of
25,000 lelzvldon sots will “freeze the

telovision, even though
the sale of 44,000,000 radio sets has not
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Menl! Say “hello!” to cool and sooth-
ing Ingram’s...and say “good-byel*
1o hot and irritating shaves!

Right! Lother vp with
quitk-oction Ingrom’s
~the luxury creom
thot's really different!
04 cool —deliberately
plonned cool — 1o

help condition your
foce for shaving,

Thot rich, creomy 12
lather wilts whiskery

in o [iffy... lots your
rozor give you o quick-
or, cleanar shove, And
oll the time your foce
is 100'hed by Ingrom's
speciol Coolnens |

Change to Ingram's now... for cool. quick,
sasy »h Ingram’s } your face
Ing. t00. No lotion needed. In tube or jar
~1he same cooling. economical cream.

Saturday Evening Post, September 28 1940




